	The Cuesta College 

Astronomy Research Seminar
Welcomes High School students interested in science!

PHYS 193A - Fall 2008

San Luis Obispo Campus

Wednesday, 6:30-7:30 pm 

Arroyo Grande High School Campus

Tuesday, 5:00-6:00 pm

 
The Cuesta College research seminar this coming fall will guide undergraduate and high school students in planning and conducting their own research, with research results published as scientific papers.  This “learning about science by doing science” seminar develops skills directly applicable to research papers, senior projects, master’s theses, and doctoral dissertations.         No previous knowledge is assumed, and there are no prerequisites.  Please go to www.OrionObservatory.org for a description of this seminar and examples of published student papers.  Feel free to call the seminar’s leader, astronomer Russ Genet at (805) 438-3305 or email him at RussMGenet@aol.com.  

· Credit:  High school students receive college credit if they pass the class 

· Sign up for: PHYS 193A – Cuesta College, San Luis Obispo Fall 2008,      
                      Wednesday 6:30-7:30 pm, CRN 70873
· But AG students attend class on:  Tuesday, 5:00-6:00 pm, AGHS, room 607
Last year in the Fall of 2007, 16 students (including six high school students), worked in teams to complete seven research projects, each with its own published paper.  As published “scientists,” the high school students referenced their papers in their college applications and discussed their research in their application essays.  As a result, many students landed their top college choices.

How will this course benefit high school students like you?
· You gain a unique understanding of science by planning and conducting your own astronomical research as a member of one or more teams.
· You learn how to use astronomical research telescopes and instruments!
· Your publication(s) in scientific journals will boost your career, placing you a cut above others when applying for college admissions.

Seminar Leader   Astronomer Russell M. Genet, PhD, is a Research Scholar in Residence at California Polytechnic State University, Adjunct Professor of Astronomy at Cuesta College, and the Director of the Orion Observatory near Santa Margarita Lake.  Russ, the author of a dozen books and over one hundred research papers, was the 51st President of the Astronomical Society of the Pacific.  He founded and directed the Fairborn Observatory, the planet’s first fully robotic observatory (featured in the PBS special The Perfect Stargazer).













